
ITALY & EUROPA
STOP PERSECUTING

ROMA PEOPLE!

Gherush92 COMMITTEE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
CULTURAL DIVERSITY CAUCUS

The international flag of the Western Europe Romani people (O styago le romengo) consists of a background of blue and green, representing the heavens and
earth, respectively. The flag also contains a red chakra, or spoked wheel, in the centre, representing the migratory heritage of the Romani people. The interna-
tional flag of the  Eastern Europe Romani people  consists of a background of blue and green, representing skies  and forests, respectively, with a horse head
located in the middle, representing the independence of the people.
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We propose that UN and EU commit them-
selves to produce a document to be submit-
ted to governments with the aim of creating

a Convention on the prevention of crimes of racism
against Roma people. The following points must be
contained in the document and then approved and
ratified:

PREMISED THAT
1. The aim of this proposal is the creation of a
Convention Against crimes of Anti-Romanism
(ECACAR). We address the EU and UN in order to
sensitize governments on the benefits of a law
setting up a standard on crimes of racism
against Roma people. The result should be the
setting of a code of conduct that will be binding
for governments and other authorities that would
subscribe to the convention to protect and pre-
serve Roma people in local, regional, national
and international contexts.
For anti-Romanism we intend every theoretical
or practical action and incitement that expresses
ort puts into effect any form of discrimination,
hatred, persecution against the Roma people.

ADMITTING THAT
2. The imposition and the development of universal
religious, scientific, cultural and political models
have been and are still today the base of racism,
cultural homogenization and assimilation and have
caused massacres and the disappearance of entire
peoples and cultures.
3. Faith and scientific Truths have established hier-
archies of humanity, organized into superior and
inferior peoples, “highly evolved” and “primitives”,
“civilized and savage”.
4. Faith and scientific Truths have fashioned the
consciousness of millions of people to the point of
consolidating definitive racist judgments that are
now part of everyday vocabulary, f literature, history
and legal codes.

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THAT
(from the Guidelines for the Protection of
Cultural Diversity by Gherush92)
5. Environmental Diversity exists and Cultural (and
Linguistic) Diversity exists and this is constituted by
innumerable distinct components including peoples,
nations, tribes and communities and that both
Environmental and Cultural Diversity are assets that
are equally important for the continuation of all life
on the planet; 
6. Cultural (and Linguistic) Diversity and
Environmental Diversity are intimately connected in

languages, forms of communication, rites, practices
and behaviours establishing internal relations as
well as external relations with both living and non-
living entities; 
15. Each Culturally Diverse People has scientific,
technological, spiritual, ethical and cognitive value;
16. Each Culturally Diverse People defines a com-
plex and complete system fully able to take deci-
sions, promulgate laws and regulations, transmit
knowledge and education, prevent and treat illness-
es, pursue and guarantee satisfaction and wellbeing;
17. Each Culturally Diverse People holds collective
and individual intellectual property rights over its
own intellectual, technical production and also its
own image and the spread of its archaeological
treasures and exercises recognised and recognis-
able rights over all of these.

ON THE BASIS OF THE FOLLOWING PRINCIPLES
18. Principle of solidarity: To help the others to
develop, maintain and protect themselves, their own
culture, way of living and world–views by any mean-
ing.
19. Principle of reparation: Whoever has been
found responsible for damage to peoples with slav-
ery, racism, poverty and other forms of destruction
must ask for pardon and make reparation. Also who-
ever has been found responsible for damage to the
environment, to animals and plants and landscapes
must ask for pardon and make reparation. Pardon
consists in recognizing historical and current
responsibility.
20. Principle of negotiation: Any decision must be
taken in agreement between each people fairly self-
represented (e.g. by elders council) and government
or authorities using the way of equitable negotiation.
21. Principle of extraterritoriality.
22. Principle of the safeguard of Cultural Diversity ;

CONSIDERING ROMA PEOPLE PERSECUTION IN
EUROPE DURING THE CENTURIES
23. Hundreds are the historical events occurred
against Roma people in Europe like excommunica-
tions, edicts, expulsions, organised”hunts”, medieval
slavery, deportation in colonies, exterminations
camps. Here are some examples:
14th century - Romania - Gypsies became bonded
serfs. Restrictions in the Civil Codes applied to
Gypsy serfs limiting their marriage and making them
slaves from birth.
1322 - England - Simeon Simeonis, a visiting monk,
writes an account of Gypsies in Crete and living in
“oblong tents, black and low like the Arahs” and in
caves.
1416 - Germany - The first anti-Gypsy law was
passed.

a reciprocal and local relationship and that the alter-
ation, destruction or disappearance of the one, leads
to the alteration, destruction  or disappearance of
the other; 
7. The maintenance of Cultural (and Linguistic)
Diversity allows all peoples to know, to value and to
reproduce Environmental Diversity; 
8. The rigor and the effectiveness of the laws and
oral traditions promote the maintenance of Cultural
and Environmental Diversity; 
9. Traditional knowledge that is cosmogonic and
holistic is a highly technological expression that can
promote correct management of the environment, in
situ conservation and sustainability; 
10. Nomadism and other ways of living including
hunting and gathering, fishing and small-scale agri-
culture, have high spiritual and cognitive value that
allows for the maintenance of diversity; 
11. The survival of the nomadic and other traditional
ways of living is fundamental for the maintenance of
Cultural and Environmental Diversity; 
12. Each Culturally Diverse People, including Roma
people, develops its way of life in a specific spiritual,
ecological, territorial, intellectual and legal environ-
ment; 
13. The maintenance of traditional communal insti-
tutions such as elders council communal, land own-
ership and land use and communal decision-making
is also for the survival of Cultural and Environmental
Diversity; 
14. Each Culturally Diverse People, including Roma
people, defines its own identity by means of laws,
regulations, obligations, rights, traditions, customs,

“All Romani camps will
have to be dismantled
right away, and the
inhabitants will be either
expelled or incarcerated.” 
(Italian Governmental Authority, public statement )
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Roma children in an extermination camp.

“By the present decree it is
ordered to all Gypsies both
men and women that at
present are found inside of
Rome and outside near the
walls, that under punish-
ment of the Galley for men
and the whip for women,
they must within two days
after the publication of this
decree be all exited and
departed from Rome and
its territory, notice is
served that all rigor will be
applied to those who dis-
obey this decree. In the
Apostolic Palace, the 3rd
of December, 1557.” 
(1557,  Decree Gypsies must leave Rome and its territory)

AN INTERNATIONAL (EUROPEAN) CONVENTION
AGAINST CRIMES OF ANTI-ROMANISM (ECACAR)
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1449 - Frankfurt am Main, Germany - The Gypsies
were driven out of by force.
1496, 1497, and 1498 - Freiburg, Landau, Germany
- The Reichstag meetings in accused the Gypsies of
being foreign spies, carriers of plague and traitors to
Christendom, practicing witchcraft, banditry and
cannibalism.
1500-1800 - Germany - Approximately 150 edicts
against Gypsy were passed.
1500 - Germany - All Gypsies were ordered out by
Emperor Maximilian and by the same law they could
be killed with impunity.
1504 - France - Gypsies banished by law.
1510 - France - Death penalty
for Gypsies remaining in France.
1514 - Switzerland - “Gypsy
Hunts” encouraged as a means
of driving out the Gypsies.
1525 - The Netherlands - The
Gypsies were banished by
decree.
1530 - England - Ban on the
entry of Gypsies and notice
given to all Gypsies to leave the
country. First law expelling
Gypsies.
1533 - The Netherlands - The
penalties against Gypsies
included confiscation of proper-
ty, flogging and branding. In the
17th and 18th centuries there
were “Gypsy Hunts” by soldiers
and police; anyone could lawful-
ly kill a Gypsy.
1536 - Denmark - All Gypsies
expelled.
1536 - September - Bologna -
General banishment of expul-
sion of Gypsies.
1538 - Moravia, Germany - Expulsion of Gypsies.
1539 - 1784 - France - Several anti-Gypsy laws
passed banishing them or punishing them because
they were Gypsies. Sentences included corporal
punishment (for men and women), being sent as
galley slaves, deportation, confinement to the work-
house, branding and imprisonment.
1547 - November 3 - The Grand Duchy of Tuscan -
Edict of expulsion of Gypsies.
1548 - May 19 - The Duchy of Modena -
Banishment of expulsion of Gypsies.
1548 - December 10 - Republic of Lucca -
Banishment of expulsion of Gypsies.
1549 - December 21 - Republic of Venice -
Banishment of expulsion of Gypsies.
1550 - August 2 - Bologna - Banishment of expul-
sion of Gypsies.
1551-2 - England - Gypsies needed license to travel
from place to place.
1552 - January 4- Rome - Edict of expulsion of
Gypsies.
1554- England - First law making being an immi-
grant Gypsy a crime punishable by death. Death
penalty for Gypsies remaining in the country more
than one month.
1554-1562 - England - Extended law making being
an immigrant Gypsy a crime punishable by death.
1554 - Denmark - All Gypsies expelled. Remaining
Gypsies sentenced to forced labor.
1555 - July 17- Rome - Edict of expulsion of
Gypsies.
1556 - October 10- Rome - Edict of expulsion of
Gypsies.
1557 - Rome - Apostolic Edict of expulsion of
Gypsies.
1557 - December 21- Rome - Edict of expulsion of
Gypsies.
1558 - July 15- Republic of Venice - Banishment of
expulsion of Gypsies.
1559 - March 18- Bologna - Banishment of expul-

released to be killed as free game.
1581 - Denmark - Law repeated. Remaining Gypsies
sentenced to forced labour.
1585 - September 19 - The Duchy of Modena -
Banishment of expulsion of Gypsies.
1586 - September 28- Bologna - Banishment of
expulsion of Gypsies.
1587 - May 20- The Duchy of Milan - Edict of expul-
sion of Gypsies.
1588 - July 13- The Duchy of Milan - Edict of expul-
sion of Gypsies.
1589 - Denmark - Gypsies banished on pain of
death. Gypsy leaders executed immediately.

1591 - September 25 - The Grand
Duchy of Tuscan - Banishment of
expulsion of Gypsies.
1596 - England - Laws relating to
rogues and vagabonds. 106 men
and women condemned to death at
York just for being Gypsies, but
only 9 are executed. The others
prove they were born in England.
1597 - The Duchy of Parma -
General banishment of expulsion of
Gypsies.
1598 - April 15- Ferrara - General
banishment of expulsion of
Gypsies.
1599 - Rome - Edict of expulsion
of Gypsies.
1601 - December 5 - The Savoy
State - Expulsion of Gypsies.
1604 - April 20 – The Savoy State
- Expulsion of Gypsies.
1605 - November 5 - The Duchy of
Milan - Expulsion of Gypsies.
1611 - September 11 - The Grand
Duchy of Modena- Banishment of

expulsion of Gypsies.
1615 - Denmark- Gypsies banished on pain of
death.
1617 - November 22 - Ferrara - Banishment of
expulsion of Gypsies.
1623 - February 22 - Bologna - Banishment of
expulsion-
1624 - March 24 - The Duchy of Milan - Edict of

expulsion. Remaining Gypsies sentenced to death
penalty.
1627- October 27- The Duchy of Milan- Edict of
expulsion. Remaining Gypsies sentenced to death
penalty.
1629 - July 15 - Ferrara - Banishment of expulsion
of Gypsies.
1630 - April 15 - Bologna- Banishment of expulsion
of Gypsies.
1631- Rome - Edict of expulsion of Gypsies.
1631- Rome - Prohibition to Gipsies women to prac-
tise fortune-telling.
1631- Rome - Pope Urban VIII obliged Gipsies to be
converted to Christian style of life.
1637- Sweden Gypsies banished, those remaining
could be killed without trial. In the18th and 19th
centuries further decrees against Gypsies, who were
not legally admitted until 1954.
1640 - June 4 - The Duchy of Milan- Edict of expul-
sion of Gypsies.
1641 - July 18 - Ferrara- Banishment of expulsion
of Gypsies.
1642 - June 22 - The Duchy of Milan - Edict of
expulsion of Gypsies 
1643 - Denmark - Gypsies banished on pain of
death.
1645 - February 18 - Rome - Edict of expulsion of
Gypsies.
1646 - April 7 - Ferrara - Banishment of expulsion of
Gypsies.
1648 - Switzerland - Everyone given the right to kill
Gypsies.
1650 - Suffolk, England Last known execution for

sion of Gypsies
1560 - May 18- Rome - General banishment of
expulsion of Gypsies.
1561 - The Duchy of Parma - General banishment of
expulsion of Gypsies.
1565 - August 11- The Duchy of Modena -
Banishment of expulsion of Gypsies.
1566 - March 24- Rome - Edict of expulsion of
Gypsies.
1566 - July 10- Rome, Pontifical State - Apostolic
Edict of expulsion of Gypsies.
1567 - June 17- The Duchy of Modena -
Banishment of expulsion of Gypsies.

1567 - June 7- Bologna - General banishment of
expulsion of Gypsies.
1568 - The Duchy of Milan - Edict of expulsion of
Gypsies.
1568 - September 18- The Duchy of Parma -
Banishment of expulsion of Gypsies.
1569 - September 14- Reign of Naples - Edict of
expulsion of Gypsies.
1570 - Denmark - All Gypsies expelled. Remaining
Gypsies sentenced to forced labour.
1570 - Rome - General banishment of expulsion of
Gypsies.
1571 - Rome - Edict of expulsion of Gypsies.
1574 - Denmark - All Gypsies expelled. Remaining
Gypsies sentenced to forced labour.

1575 - November 30 - Reign of Naples - Edict of
expulsion of Gypsies.
1575 - July 16 - The Duchy of Parma - General ban-
ishment of expulsion of Gypsies.
1577 - February 23 - Bologna - General banishment
of expulsion of Gypsies.
1579 - Saxony, Germany - Gypsies were banished.
1579 - Augsburg, Germany - The Gypsies were
deprived of travel documents.
1580 - Sweden - Clergy forbidden by the Church to
baptize or bury Gypsies.
1580 - Switzerland - Gypsies put top the rack or

“Gypsies, the predeces-
sors of robbers, robbers
by nature”
(Antonio Maria Cospi, 1643)
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The triangle of recognition of groups of prisoners in the
Buchenwald Concentration Camp.
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being Gypsies. Others are transported to America.
1650 - February 25 - The Duchy of Milan- Edict of
expulsion of Gypsies.
1655 - March 15 - Republic of Lucca - Banishment
of expulsion of Gypsies.
1656 - June 8 - The Duchy of Modena- Banishment
of expulsion of Gypsies.
1657 - November 23 - The Grand Duchy of Tuscan-
Edict of expulsion of Gypsies.
1658 - January 28 - The Duchy of Milan- Edict of
expulsion of Gypsies.
1661 - Saxony, Germany - Death penalty for

Gypsies found.
1661 - June 17- The Savoy State - Expulsion of
Gypsies.
1671 - June 19 - The Savoy State - Edict of expul-
sion of Gypsies.
1674 - August 20 - The Savoy State - Edict of expul-
sion
1682 - August 1- The Duchy of Modena-
Banishment of expulsion of Gypsies.
1683 - Denmark - Sailors forbidden to carry Gypsies
on their ships, ships confiscated if they did.
1687 - Norway Law stating that Gypsies had to be
arrested, their property confiscated, the leaders
killed and the rest expelled. Punishment also for
those who helped them. These decrees stayed in
force until 1845.
1675 - October 25 - The Savoy State - Decree of
expulsion of Gypsies 
1677 - Rome - Edict of expulsion of Gypsies.
1678 - July 26 - The Savoy State - Edict of expul-
sion of Gypsies.
1690 - August 21 - Republic of Venice- Banishment
of expulsion of Gypsies.
1691 - January 16 - The Duchy of Modena-
Banishment of expulsion of Gypsies.
1692 - January 26 - The Duchy of Modena-
Banishment of expulsion of Gypsies.
1693 - November 14 - Republic of Venice-
Banishment of expulsion of Gypsies.
1699 - Ferrara - General banishment of expulsion of
Gypsies.
1700 - The Netherlands: Dutch government follows
policy of getting rid of Gypsies. Some Gypsies tried
to charter ships to escape to America. They were
chased by Rotterdam port authorities who forced
them to jump overboard.
1708 - Denmark - Death penalty replaced by total
banishment of all Gypsies. Fines for anyone who
employed Gypsies.
1710 - Bohemia Expulsion of Gypsies from kingdom
of Joseph I.

1714 - Mainz, Germany Death penalty for found
Gypsies.
1720 - October 8 - The Savoy State - Edict of
Expulsion of Gypsies.
1721 - August 8- The Duchy of Modena -
Banishment of expulsion of Gypsies.
1723 - The Savoy State - Royal Constitution (King
Vittorio Amedeo) ch. XI against Gypsies: prohibition
of begging.
1725 - Prussia, Germany Death penalty for Gypsies
found.

1766 - January 23- The Duchy of Modena- Edict of
expulsion of Gypsies
1766 - August 4- Rome- Banishment of expulsion of
Gypsies.
1768 – 1782- Austria  Maria Theresa and Joseph II
try to force Gypsies to settle with several govern-
ment decrees: Theresa forced settlement on
Gypsies, taking away children to be fostered by non-
Gypsies, even making marriage difficult.
1783 - England Laws relating to rogues and
vagabonds  
1785 - Ferrara- Banishment of expulsion of Gypsies.
1794 - Republic of Lucca- Banishment of expulsion
of Gypsies.
1816 - England Many Gypsies are transported as
criminals to Australia.

1822 - England Laws relating to rogues and
vagabonds.
1824 - England Laws relating to rogues and
vagabonds  applied specifically against Gypsies.
Later in the 19th and 20th centuries Public Health
Acts were used against Gypsies.
1845 (onwards) - Norway -  Nomadism forbidden
and Traveler trades banned.
1856 - Romania Gypsy slavery was abolished.
200,000 Gypsies were freed.
1885-95 - England Unsuccessful attempts to intro-
duce Moveable Dwellings bills in Parliament to regu-
late Gypsy life.
1899 - Bavaria, Germany The Police created a spe-
cial Gypsy Affairs Unit (later named the Central
Office for fighting the Gypsy Nuisance).
1905 - Bavaria, Germany A census of all Gypsies
taken.

1906 - Germany A special register kept to record
Gypsy activity.
1908 - England Children’s Act: Education made com-
pulsory for Traveling Gypsy children, but only for half
the year. This was continued in the 1944 Education

1727- Switzerland - Gypsies prohibited on pain of
mutilation or death.
1729 - January 14 - The Duchy of Milan -
Banishment of expulsion of Gypsies.
1739 - September 7 - The Duchy of Milan -
Banishment of expulsion of Gypsies.
1740 - November 16 - Rome - General banishment
of expulsion of Gypsies.

1743 - England Laws relating to rogues and
vagabonds.
1744 - August 22- The Duchy of Milan - Banishment
of expulsion of Gypsies
1745 - January 13- The Duchy of Modena-

Banishment of expulsion of Gypsies.
1747- April 7 - Rome - General banishment of
expulsion of Gypsies.
1747- July 28 - Republic of Lucca - Banishment of
expulsion of Gypsies.

1754 - November 5- The Duchy of Milan -
Banishment of expulsion of Gypsies.
1760 - February 12- Ferrara - Banishment of expul-
sion of Gypsies.
1760 - May 31- The Duchy of Modena - Banishment
of expulsion of Gypsies.
1764 - April 9- The Duchy of Modena - Edict of
expulsion of Gypsies.
1764- May 2- The Grand Duchy of Tuscan-
Banishment of expulsion of Gypsies.
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Representation of the robbery of a child carried out by a
gypsy.

Among the accusations made against gypsies who tradi-
tionally were ironworkers is the accusation that they pro-
duced the nails of the crucifixion. They were condemned
for this reason. 

Gypsy Fortune telling. Fac-simile of a Woodcut in the
“Cosmographie  universalle” of Munster, in folio, Basle,
1552.

Nomadic Gypsies and
part Gypsies are to be
placed on the same level
as Jews and placed in
concentration camps.
(Himmler's Order of November 15, 1943)

Information campaign
against “Gypsies”:  “Stop
Giving Houses to Gypsies
and Extra-communitarians
- We Are First!” 
“Stop welfare! 
We cannot afford to assist
gypsies and extra commu-
nitarians […]”
( Social Initiative Movement)
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