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RED TRIUMPH OVER THE EXPERT

“THE INDIANS, WHO BELONG TO THE MOST DEGENERATE PART OF THE JEWS, ARE OF
DULL AND TORPID INTELLECT AND UGLY OF BODY AND FACE; THEY ARE THE LEAST
REGARDED POPULATION IN THE WORLD SINCE THE NEGROES THEMSELVES, WHOM
WE HOLD IN LOW CONSIDERATION FOR THE FACT THAT THEY ARE SLAVES AND SER-
VANTS BY NATURE, ARE OF BETTER CASTE AND HIGHER CHARACTER”
Gregorio Garcìa. Dominicano. «Origen del los Indios Del Nuevo Mundo». Madrid 1729

Savage and deformed slave, a representation of the Caliban.
The name is a near anagram of 'cannibal' (from Caribbean),

the most primitive and inferior from a "vile race".
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YEAR 1492
MASSACRE AND DEPORTATION OF JEWS
MASSACRE AND DEPORTATION OF ROMA

MASSACRE AND DEPORTATION
OF ISLAMIC MOORS

GENOCIDE OF THE AMERICAN INDIANS
SLAVERY AND DESTRUCTION OF AFRICANS

EXTERMINATION OF THE INDIGENOUS
OF THE CANARY ISLANDS

In the year 1492, Isabella of Spain massacred and
expelled Jews, Moors and Roma from Spain. She
also set up the tribunal of the Inquisition and began

a campaign of genocide of the Indians of America and
of Africans. This genocide was on a scale vaster than
any other in the history of the world. Hunger and
extreme poverty in the Americas and in Africa today
are the result of those criminal actions promoted in
Spain and Portugal by Isabella of Castille and
Ferdinand with the backing of Pope Alexander VI and
the Franciscan, Dominican and later Jesuit order. It is
estimated that in one century more than 100 million
indigenous peoples fall under the invasion of the
Christians European and are exterminated. The mass
transatlantic slave trade begins under the authority of
the Dominican Bartolome’ de Las Casas. The slave
trade is perpetrated by Spanish and Portuguese
Christians with the approval of the Pope. The result is
the extermination of over 100 million Africans.

Following Isabella’s orders in 1492, Christopher
Columbus encounters the continent that today is
named America. A mere 25 years later the Caribbean
area of the discovery that corresponds to present-day
Cuba, Santo Domingo, Jamaica and Puerto Rico is
already spiritually conquered, materially drained and
emptied of 90% of its original population
In a few more years, the population will be 100%
extinct. A few decades after the invasion of Mexico
that took place in 1519, the native population of the
original 25 million had been reduced to just over 1
million. A century after Columbus’ arrival, the original
90 -100 million inhabitants of the Americas had been
reduced to 3.5 million or around 5% of the original
population. The original 10-20 millions inhabitants of
the Amazonian forest has been reduced to about
220.000. Later on the figure of 10-12 millions for the
aboriginal population of North America has been
reduced to 230.000. To solve the problem of growing
despoblación, shortly after the discovery, Ferdinand
the Catholic arranged for the Casa de Contratación of
Seville to send African slaves to the West Indies on
behalf of the Royal Treasury. With the incorporation of
Portugal with Spain, the slave trading of Africans
assumes the dimension of a colossal business enter-
prise involving tens of millions of people. One century
after the discovery, the American and African land, that
had produced precious nutritional products for thou-
sands of peoples and nurtured many longstanding civ-
ilizations were regions that had become subject to
widespread famine until today. But at least they had
been Christianized.

Columbus Day, the anniversary of the landing in
America of Columbus in 1492 has been recast in
many countries of Americas and Europe the Día de la
Raza (Day of the Race), or as Día de las Culturas (Day

them to compulsory labor, were not children of that
very Christian Spain that was intoxicated by the
smoke of the stakes where, in the autodafe together
with the Jews, Roma, Moors, diversity, innovation and
reason were also being condemned and destroyed.

To put together Jews, Moors and Indians means sin-
gling out the key word that explains the source of the
problem: evangelization. Both peoples were subject-
ed to this process- first the Jews and Moors and
then the Indians. The former were designated as
perfidious ones and rejected ones. The latter were
called children by nature and barbarians. The Jews
had to pass from the Inquisition to ghettos and to the
gas chambers during the Shoah in order for the pres-
sure to convert might be relaxed a little and in order
for a few consciences to begin to reflect on the mon-
strosity of the Christian invention of Anti-Semitism.
For the Indians, the massacre and the evangelization
that began 500 years ago continue without let up
and the extinction of these peoples is considered a
symptom of the unstoppable progress of modernity.

The celebration of Columbus Day represents the
commemoration of the massacre of millions of
Indigenous peoples and represents for this reason a
violation of human rights. Even the process of can-

onization of Isabella of Castille constitutes a violation
of human rights because it signals acceptance of the
greatest genocidal campaign in human history: it is
therefore an illegal attempt to justify crimes against
humanity on the basis of the Convention for the
Prevention and the Repression of the Crime of
Genocide (1948).

The forced evangelization of all peoples and nations is
an intolerant project that is founded on the idea that a
superior truth exists and that inferior peoples exist.
Forced evangelization is one of the most powerful fac-
tors in the attempt to make all of humanity uniform
and the consequences are well-known: annihilation of
age-old cultures, the genocide of indigenous peoples,
the destructions of environments and nature, the
depredations of resources and riches, mass slavery.

In the West, racism has a solid and ancient basis. It
begins with the Theodosian Code (439 C.E.) when
Christianity is established as the Roman state religion
and the non-Christian peoples of the Empire lose their
citizenship. It is the end of the period when Jews live

of the Cultures), as Discovery Day, as Día de la
Hispanidad (Spanish Day) and National Day in Spain.
These holidays have been celebrated unofficially since
the late 18th century, and officially in various countries
since the early 20th century.

A careful, dispassionate analysis of the entire period
reveals not an epic of honor, heroism, adventure and
discover but an epic of vile actions, greed, arrogance,
ignorance and violence. To analyze together the
tragedy of the involved Indigenous people: Jews, the
Roma, Islamic Moors, the American Indians and the
Africans of entails the pointing out of the principal his-
torical figures who are responsible for the theory and
the carrying out of the destruction of these peoples,
based on the theory of inferiority. This is not a matter
of colonial exploitation since there was no economic
plan to transform the areas by instituting a more com-
plex system of production of goods. On the contrary,
what took place was the pure and simple robbery of
wealth possessed or produced by others.

The Holy Inquisition was abolished in 1834 and the
edict of expulsion of the Jews was set aside in 1869.
Slavery was prohibited on the continent only in 1888.

For the sake of attributing a positive and universal

value to the discovery of America, one must remain
completely indifferent to the murder of millions and
millions of human beings and the annihilation of civi-
lizations and cultures, the destruction of entire ecolog-
ical systems, the colossal depredation of riches and
resources and mass slavery. This kind of imposition
does not allow us to probe the connections between
the Christian assault on the New World and the mas-
sacres that were being carried out in Europe against
Jewish life, the life of Moors and so many others.
The campaigns included forced conversions, matanzas,
the terrorist work of the Inquisition, the mass expul-
sions, the destructive practice of holy wars. As if the
Christian conquistadores and missionaries that discov-
ered, attacked, plundered and destroyed cities and vil-
lages, subjugated and converted the Indians, the
Theologians who in the University halls, while they
were working out their reassuring theories to confirm
that the Negroes were slaves by nature, discussed in
learned fashion the question of whether Indians were
beasts or humans, the encomenderos who forced
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An open letter to the President Obama

Condemn by the Inquisition. The Spanish Inquisition 1478 –
1834. Portuguese Inquisition 1536 - 1821. Italian Inquisition
1542 – 1965.

Spanish Inquisition
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under the protection of the law and the begin of the
period in which they must struggle to survive but all
other peoples and communities that Christianity will
encounter in the lands it conquers will be treated in
similar fashion. For Roma, Moors, Africans, indige-
nous peoples and aborigines, their diversity will be
considered an obstacle to the process of expansion.
For centuries, the existence of these peoples and
communities has depended on the will and benevo-
lence of princes, popes, emperors in a system of
intolerant tolerance (or tolerant intolerance) that has
taken away all certainty of being able to live under the
protection of the laws. They have thus always lived
under the threat of extermination or final solutions.
The persecutions of and auto-da-fes of the Inquisition,
edicts of mass expulsion, ghettoes, pogroms, the

Shoah, slavery, genocide, apartheid are all expressions
of the tolerance, or rather, intolerance towards diversi-
ty legally confirmed by laws codes, papal bulls, right
up until modern racist or anti-Semitic statues.
The so-called discovery of America is another funda-
mental phase in the establishment of Western racism
in the world. Scientific theories, theological doctrines,
laws and bureaucratic structures in the nascent
Europe unified under the Christian flag will all confirm
the cultural, spiritual and technical inferiority of native
peoples, as justification of armed conquest and geno-
cide. According to this system, for example, African
peoples were legally defined as “slaves by natures”
who could be freely bought and sold. It was racism,
that is the idea of being members of a superior civi-
lization, that has allowed the West to manage the traf-
fic of human beings in perpetual slavery in a system
that has no equal in the history of humanity, to legalize
and to practice the extermination of entire peoples and
the appropriation of their riches.
Pope Alexander VI’s famous bull Inter Caetere (4May
1493) is issued within months of Columbus’ voyage. In
it, the Pope freely bestows upon the Spanish Crown all
the new lands and people that have been “discov-
ered.” The most carefully examined aspect of this
bull is its legal ramifications, the least interesting
ones. This was not the first time that kings obtained
similar decrees from Popes in which the ruler of
Christianity figures as a distributor of the infidel’s terri-
tories to Christian princes. Given enough compensa-

according to which humanity is divided at whose apex
we have Christians.
This idea of the new people just encountered by
Columbus is not merely the obvious demonstration of
the racist over simplifications the Christians used in
considering other peoples, but it is also a terrible
weapon that will constitute the moral back bone of the
Conquest and the ethnic cleansing. With the bull, a
document that does not express mere opinion but
enacts a law based on a cultural vision, it is estab-
lished that the Native Americans have no existence
whatsoever as a distinct and different humanity.
From then on and forever they will exist only accord-
ing to the definitions of the people that will enter into
contact with them for a variety of reasons. The life of
the Native Americans and consequentially their image
will hence forth be dependent on the interests that
each Christian will be interested in satisfying in the

Indies. Alexander VI has the merit of officially inaugu-
rating this approach, but after him all others- from the
men of letters to the conquistadors, from the mission-
aries to the royal functionaries - will go to great
lengths to convey to the world this image of the Native
American that best fits their own interests. Thanks to
Alexander, the point will be reached in which the
inhabitants of the New World will be represented in a
variety of manners but always in a highly negative
fashion, never as true and real people. The human
value of their diversity will be negated to the point of
likening them to beasts. The Native American in
Western hands will always be a carefully guarded
minor, seen as incapable of self-regulation and the dif-
ferent degrees of bestiality and of sub-humanity that
will be used to categorize him will be useful to indi-
cate who will be the one to manage him. In 1516 the
Franciscan Francisco Ruiz, advisor of Cardinal
Cisneros, a missionary for the Antilles who had set off
with the expedition of Ovando and had later become
bishop of Avila, defined the Native Americans of the
lslands as “people that do not have the ability of natural
judgment needed for receiving nor the other virtues of
good manners necessary for their conversion and salva-
tion.” and he added that they lived in the manner of sheep
and needed to be governed by the Christians “like a horse
or other beast is guided by a bit and a rope”. A few
years before the “licenziado” Gregorio, a priest and
legal advisor to the king, in the course of the Junta de
Burgos had had to pronounce as to the permissibility
or inadmissibility of the encomienda system had
termed the Native Americans “animals that speak, as
they are in the opinion of all.” With statements like

tion, the papacy would always award bishops’ miters,
thrones, empires, provinces and continents and eternal
impunity.
We hold that it is quite clear that Alexander VI’s act of
best owing lands and people is based on a doctrine
that is completely absurd from a legal point of view,
implausible then as now.
The Papal bulls were truly manna from heaven for
missionaries and conquistadors, as is confirmed by a
statement by the Dominican Bartolome de Las Casas.
Las Casas exclaims: “providentially, legally and justly
the Roman Pontiff vicar of Jesus Christ through divine
authority to whom all the kingdoms of heaven and earth
belong, has seen fit to bestow upon the Sovereigns of
Castile and Leon the supreme and sovereign empire and
lordship over all that universal orb.”
But in the bull what is much more interesting is the

description made of the new peoples that is set for
that if it were solid truth, self-evident, scientifically
certified- even though quite to the contrary it is an
obvious fabrication that will have devastating conse-
quences. These peoples, claims the Pope, live in peace
and believe in one God, creator of the heaven sand
thus they are quite well-prepared to receive the
Christian faith. It is obvious that no one then could
explain who the inhabitants of the New World were or
what their spiritual inclinations might be and the
claims of the Pope constitute an obvious and ill-con-
cealed forcing of the issue, done with the manifest
intent of making sure the new realities that had just
been encountered fit into the right categories for politi-
cal purposes.
To describe the Native Americans as docile little sheep
makes them into empty shells to fill with whatever one
wants especially with good manners and with Catholic
faith. They, says the Pope “go around naked and they do
not eat meat”. This is the best anthropological wisdom
the leader of Christianity can come up with. He has
already decided to take it for granted that in all the
lslands and terra firmas of the mar Oceano, the inhab-
itants do not have their own social organization, their
own government, a spirituality of their own, and that
there are no political laws, courts, armies, culture. For
the leader of the Christians those peoples represent an
underclass of people that leave in an extremely low
state, on the lowest steps on the hierarchal ladder
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Indians genocide - (Theodore De Bry’s Illustrations for
Bartolome de Las Casas’s “ The devastation of the Indies)

The fugitive slave law is a law passed by the US government in
September of 1850. It meant that all runaway slaves were sent
back to their masters. This was because the white owners feared a
‘Slave power conspiracy’.

Advertisement for the Government sale of “allotted Indian land”,
1910 ; such practices led to the drastic reduction of Indian-
owned.
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these, it was easy to see the inhabitants of the New
World as those servants by their very nature that
Aristotelian theory posited who according to the theory
of Aquinas were to be governed with a tyrannical form
of dominion as “master to servant”. In this manner, the
clergyman Gregorio defended quite well the justifica-
tion for the encomienda, adding that the king of Spain,
as lord with just dominion over the Indies, could well
govern the Native Americans in such a manner as to
make them servants of the Christians by order of the
king. The service was to be in whatever manner nec-
essary.
The Native Americans were also deemed “little men in
whom one has great difficulty in seeing the slightest trace
of humanity” in the opinion of the humanist Juan Gines
de Sepulveda. The Jesuits quickly emerged as the
most lucid promoters of these theories. They spoke,
for example, of the “bestial customs” and “hard, fero-
cious and intractable”57 character of the Indians of
Paraguay and always were clear in their essential idea
that lndians needed to be tamed and taken care of.

Whereas the Franciscan Diego de Tapia, a missionary
in Florida, held that “even if they are truly men, they
seem much more beasts were the faces of men.”
In the royal authorization sent to Francisco Pizzaro the
Spanish Kings “gave themselves the official title of
tamers of barbarous peoples.” This designation of bar-
barian is the one most used by missionaries to indi-
cate the Native American’s lack of civilization. For this
reason “barbarian” will always be an epithet that
almost always will used in placed of the noun “Indian”
as a simple synonym of “Indian” and precisely
because of its widespread use it will be the object of
study of various thinkers - especially missionaries. The
purpose of this reflection was to determine which
class of barbarians could be civilized and which class
could only be subdued in legitimate warfare. The
Bishop of Michoacan, Don Vasco de Quiroga, illustrious
judge of Court of Mexico, then governor over the terri-

ning of a life as vassals and servants of the Christians.
Baptism is the beginning of the end of every Native
American and it has the purpose of sucking him up
into the Mother Church and stripping him of his identi-
ty, rendering him incapable of controlling his differ-
ence from us, forcing him to fit into the Western world
view. From that moment on he is bereft of his her-
itage, a poor man among a large group and he is
forced to give up completely his ancient history and
his age-old culture. He has no choice but to lead the
secret life of the forced convert and to live as cast off
in his own land. The fate that awaits him is to be seg-
regated in reservations that will become progressively
encircled by Christian greed. He will live in poverty in
the boundless outskirts of American cities and will be
the victim of alcohol, racism and desperation.
The Pope’s document had given Spain something
more than official and legal sanction of the possession

of those islands and terra firma Alexander VI with his
Bulls, had offered the Catholic King and Queen a blue
print for total and complete domination of the West
Indies according to which lands, peoples and
resources were to be brought to the Christian way of
life. From the simple commitment to set up an ordi-
nary feitoria commerciale (fortified commercial station)
there was now a shift to complete Christianization as
had been carried out in the campaign against the
Jews, the Islamic Moors and Roma. In that case the
objective had been reached when the Christians
understood that it was not sufficient to impose a con-
version of belief, but that it was necessary to modify
the material behavior that persisted in the convert.
The idea was to destroy his way of doing things and

tory, writes that the Native Americans are “barbarous
people” who lack all form of civilization and who “live
spread out like animals in the fields with out any civic
organization whatsoever and for this reason they become
bad, brutish, bestial and cruel, harmful, inhuman and
ignorant.”.
The Jesuit Jose de Acosta one of the greatest ideo-
logues of missionary activity, developed a theory on
the subject of barbarians that became widely known
and grew to be considered a model. He divides the
Native Americans into three classes of barbarians that
degrade lower and lower towards complete bestiality.
The first class is the one which is not too distant from
the use of proper reason and the normal practices of
human kind.
Earlier the first general assembly of Mexico claimed
that the Indians remained spread out in the fields and
many of them lived “more like beasts than rational and
civilized humans”
These definitions of the bestial nature of the Indians
all derive from Alexander VI and all became so wide-
spread and taken for granted that the American mis-
sions came to be thought of as disreputable place by
most churchmen who figured that it was a waste of
time to spend 20 and more years of one’s life with

people of such bestial nature. This was one of the
rationales that induce heads of religious orders to
send their least capable members to America. This
Christian-created image of the Native Americans is the
one that has endured and has come to be thought of
as true, not only then butin the following centuries up
until today and it is the image that led to genocide and
ethnic cleansing in the name of Christian civilization in
order to bring the “name of the Savior, our Lord Jesus
Christ” into those lands. lt is from that image that the
motivations for murder and exploitation were further
developed and updated in the name of European civi-
lization, of progress, of science and of development.
The disastrous fate met by these unfortunate New
World men and women resulted from their sole sin of
having been met by Christopher Columbus and by
other Christians, Their story well represents the
tragedy that struck all Native Americans that from the
time the Admiral set foot on their lands right up to our
own day. They were free peoples, sovereign in their
own territories and yet they were captured and robbed
of riches, titles, and lands, and stripped of their spiritu-
ality, their economic system, their name and forced to
suffer through an incomprehensible rite that places a
holy seal on the end of their freedom and the begin-
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Barbarians Indians and comon Indios from Pedro Alonso
O’Crouley’s manuscript, ( Idea compendiosa del Reyno de Nueva
Espana, 1774, National Library, Madrid)
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Celebrations and
commemorations, text-
books for schools and
universities, literary
works, works of art, phi-
losophy, science, political
or economic theory, reli-
gious witnessing, ency-
clopedia entries, media
and any other work that
contains anti-Semitism
must be corrected.
At the very least, such
works must contain
explicit notes,
explanations and
comments on false state-
ments about the Jewish
people.
(draft text Convention against Racism by Gherush92 )

“coming to the 3rd and
last class of barbarians, it
is impossible to indicate
the number of peoples
and regions of this New
World that are included in
this class. Here we have
savage men, similar to
beasts who scarcely
possess human feelings .
. . . All those we call
Caribbean, Chunchos,
Chiriguanas, Moxos,
lscaicingas, and many
others . . .
To all these men or half
men it is necessary to
give human teaching so
that they learn to be
human, to educate them
as one does with chil-
dren.”
(Jose’ Acosta, De Procuranda indorum salute)
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the bases of his existence. It was necessary to erase
all traces of differentiation, isolate the irreducibles, not
allow any communication with them, neutralize them,
eliminate them.

It can be said that at the moment of their encounter
with the Native Americans, the Spanish Christians had
already had much experience with non-Christian peo-
ples. Beginning with the Jews, before passing on the
Moors and the Canary natives, history repeated itself
as the mechanisms of conquest, armed apostolate and
exploitation were progressively developed and refined.
Given this well-established scheme, it was not an
entirely new thing to encounter Native Americans. For
this reason, Columbus and his men gave a sign of sur-
prise or curiosity in the moment of their famous
encounters of 1492. The other, the non-Christian,

does not arouse any special interest since he is not a
true man or if he is, he belongs to an inferior category
of people, like the a Jew, a Moor or a Canary native.
Any non-Christian is mere prey for hunters of souls
and wealth. it is the same indifference that Queen
Isabella and the Pope demonstrate. “Those peoples,”
confirm the Catholic King and Queen in their instruc-
tions to Columbus before his second voyage, “do not
have any law or belief and this has pleased and pleas-
es their Highnesses” Therefore their culture, their sen-
sitivity, their history- if they could have been thought
to have anything of the sort- are of no interest to any-
one and the Native Americans cannot be deserving of
any sort of special treatment or special regard. Thus
the sovereigns order the “above-named Almirante,
viceroy and governor”, reiterating to the letter the
words of the Pope who had urged that “in all the ways
and all the manners that you can, you must seek to
attract the inhabitants of the above-named islands and
terrafirmas to convert of our Holy Catholic Faith.”

The Christian right to enslave people had been
affirmed by theologians such as Enrico de Susa the
cardinal of Ostia, who had all developed a theology of
slavery by making Christian law coincide with natural
law in such as manner that the infidel (i.e. anyone
who practiced a religion that was not Christian) could

American continents enters into the orbit of Christian
business- all these are practical results of Slavery
Theology.

The short “Dum Diversitas” of May 16, 1452, a Papal
Bull issued by Nicolas V sent to King Alfonso of
Portugal. This Bull will be furthered developed by the
same Pope in 1455 when Nicolas will specify that the
granting of the right to piace Africans into a state of
perpetual slavery regards all the inhabitants of all the
territories from Cape Bojador to Cape Nun and there-
fore “all the southern coast up to the most distant bor-
der.” These Buils will be confirmed by Callistus III
(1456), Sixtus lV (1481) and Leo X (1514). The Popes
were able to condemn entire continents, like Africa, to
perpetual captivity because Slavery Theology was so
clear on how the cultures of entire peoples were far
inferior to Christianity in such a manner that the peo-
ples themselves were useless refuse. Such a concep-
tion of the world is not an aberration derlving from the
ignorance of those times, an ignorance that would
have been overcome by the process of modernization
towards which the Christian West naturally tends. if

anything, it is the precise opposite- that is to say it is
the interest spent in the development of such a con-
ception that leads to ignorance. In those times as
well as ours, there were men and peoples that thought
differently about these matters and among them cer-
tainly those who fell prey to Slavery Theology, that is
the Jews, the Native Americans, the Negroes, the
Canary Natives etc. Slavery Theology appears rather
as the natural outcome of evangelization, which,
defined as the moving force behind an evolution
process that leads humanity towards more elevated
values, in order to justify its own existence, it must
necessarily develop a simple scheme of relations
between peoples (and between diverse cultures and
societies) based on a hierarchal system in which oth-
ers are devalued in order to establish the guiding role
Christianity must play. If evangelization is an emanci-
pation operation, which has always been associated
with a civilizing process, it is implicit that it must be
aimed at emancipating or civilizing those who need it,
in our specific case: Jews, Moors, Africans and later
Native Americans. These latter peoples, according to
Slavery Theology were destined on account of their
lacking in faith to an existence of subordination and
subjugation to Christians, as a method for evangelizing
the world. The Dominican theologian Francisco de
Vitoria claimed that if the African slaves are treated
humanely “they derive much greater benefit from
being slaves among the Christians than if they were
free in their own lands, because becoming Christian is
the best fortune there is.”. Slavery Theology succeeds
in placing humanity in a hierarchal system and in
making an array of diverse forms of subjugation corre-

not claim any right to freedom, property, conquest and
power. By making recourse to scholastic Aristotelian
authority, theologians could furthermore prove that
there existed peoples who were slaves by natural law.
The Scottish theologian John Mair, member of the
College de Montaigu of Paris summarized the doctrine
of natural slavery as follows:

As the Philosopher (Aristotle) says in the Politica,it is
clear that some men are slaves by nature and others
are free by nature and it is certified that in some men
there is such a thing [the predisposition to be slaves]
that exists and that these men should derive benefit
from. And it is right that one man should be a slave
and another man free and it is correct that one man
must command and another man obey, because the
disposition to commanding is also innate in the natural
master. In this regard, in Chapter One of the
Politica,the Philospher says that the Greeks shouid be
masters over the barbarians because, by nature, bar-
barians and slaves are the same thing.

Mair’s words were not mere academic philosophizing

but a political thesis much argued over and debated in
cultured circles and in Renaissance courts. it was
especially a doctrine of immediate practical applica-
tion since in this specific caso it regarded the native
inhabitants of the Antilles who, according to the the-
ologian, lived “in the manner of beasts”. Before the
dwellers of the Antilles, the first-place award for being
slaves by nature had been attributed to all the African
negroes in order to legalize the growing trade of which
they were the object.

The Spanish doctrine on the matter of slavery was
always based on the code of Las Siete Partidas, still in
force under the Catholic King and Queen that begin by
explaining why the Jews were destined to live as
slaves among the Christians for all eternity and then
go on to indicate the various forms that slavery might
assume for anyone who was classified as infidel: “the
first one regards slaves taken in time of war because
they are enemies of our faith. The second regards that
who are born servants. The third one regards those
who although free allow themselves to be sold.

The Christian legal right to enslave had been guaran-
teed and legalized by Popes who had converted the
wars of expansion into crusades against the infidel,
promising both spiritual and material favors to those
who took part in them. The expansion towards the
Atlantic Ocean, undertaken by Spain and Portugal is
the political development of Slavery Theology. The
Portuguese wars against the Moroccans with the con-
quest of Ceuta, the Spanish Canary lsland campaign,
the trade in blacks that is established when the
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“Balboa Throws the Indians Who Have Committed the
Abominable Crime of Sodomy to be Torn to Bits by Dogs.” ...
these mortal enemies of human kind trained hunting dogs to track
them down - wild dogs who would savage a native to death as
soon as look at him, tearing him into shreds and devouring his
flesh as though he were a pig.” (Theodore De Bry’s Illustrations
for Bartolome de Las Casas’s “, The devastation of the Indies”, ) African slave poster.

Skulls measured to “prove” racial hierachy . “Nations and races,
like individuals have each an especial destiny: some are born to
rule, and others to be ruled. And such has ever been the history
of mankind. No two distinctly marked races can dwell together on
equal terms”. (Josiah Nott, Types of Mankind, 1854)
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spond to its philosophy. From the ancient classical
form inherited from the Greco-Roman world in which
buying and selling of human being took place after
wars according to a logic of war booty, Christianity
slavery developed a more complete and thorough-
going system. In this manner, a much greater range of
human beings could be subjugated, with complete
support from theological formulations.

Racism thus appears as a foundational element in the
history of the West intent on establishing its absolute
truths in relationships with other peoples and cultures.
Truths that have established the hierarchies of human-
ity, divided into superior and inferior peoples, highly
evolved and primitives, civilized and savage. Truths of
faith and scientific truths have fashioned the con-
sciousness of millions of people to the point of consol-
idating definitive racist judgments, that are now part
of everyday vocabulary, of literature, history of legal
codes. Jews, blacks, indigenous peoples, gypsies
have become the object of a terminal sort of aggres-
sion that has given them a sui generis position. Their
appeals to reason, their explanatory argumentations,
and their attempts at self-defence go unheeded
because there is no exit from racism: the lack of a
means of escape is an essential prerogative
for the expansion of the absolute truths of the
West.
Laws in the West have now been changed
after the catastrophe that the Nazi and
Fascist regimes brought on. Today the con-
stitutions of nations ensure equality of rights
for all but it is clear that they are not suffi-
cient for guaranteeing the safety of the his-
torical victims of racism who continue to be
the same ones. Sixty years after the Shoah,
Jews in Europe are still being threatened and
they still do not enjoy fully their fundamental
rights. They cannot serenely and in full free-
dom go to pray in their synagogues and
cemeteries. Synagogues, cemeteries and
Jewish community institutions must be
watched over by the police, while episodes of
racist violence are increasing and all coun-
tries do not guarantee the right to observe
the Jewish Sabbath. Sixty years after the
attempt at extermination in the Nazi camps,
Roma are still the object of scorn and perse-
cution. Their way of life that is derived from
their nomadic traditions is not understood
and is a source of great annoyance to citizens and to
governments. It seems as if there is almost no suit-
able place for them within the European Union, where
in the majority of cases their culture and their laws are
not recognized.

SLAVERY AND THE WEST
Europe’s immigrants of today, coming from the so-
called “countries outside the European community”
belong to peoples who have been subjected to armed
conquest, slavery and in many cases forced conver-
sion to Christianity. The decolonisation process in
Africa, Asia, Latin America has brought out into the
open the failure, the poverty and the injustice pro-
duced by the absolute truths and the logic of the sin-
gle supreme model of the West, but the West is still
very far from arriving at a new positive understanding
and appreciation of local and indigenous cultures
whose human value has been denied as land has
been taken away and resources plundered. Over the
course of the centuries, Europeans have become
accustomed to considering these peoples as peoples
to be tamed, civilized, Christianized. They have never
been thought of as in any way equal to Western
nations. Thus, the diffidence of Europeans towards
these peoples appears to be a completely natural
reaction while the racism that victimizes them finds
increasingly wider approval.
The theories that have scientifically demonstrated the
existence of inferior races and people have explicitly

tific progress and they have perpetuated the elimina-
tion of diversity. The idea that humanity is racing
towards a sole goal is a racist idea which the West
should give up forever.
Racism is a term that should not be applied to all
social and economic conflicts and struggles of
oppressed peoples nor should all social activists and
volunteer or charity workers who assist minorities be
considered anti-racist. Immigration, economic social
and cultural discrimination are not the same thing. To
lump all of these problems together is an arbitrary
action that renders ineffective any attempt to solve the
problem.
Racism is a powerful enemy, confidently supported by
the environment that produces it and to combat it
requires a struggle without political compromise or
cultural mystification. Recommendations, appeals
and proclamations are of no use and it is necessary to
bring out into the open the ideas, the ideologies, the
absolute truths that have produced racism and critique
them, recognizing the historical responsibilities of
Europe in the birth and affirmation of the racism, and
stopping the processes of missionary activity, assimi-
lation, homogenisation of the world that nourish

racism.

RACISM AND POVERTY
The poverty of the world that causes a good
part of the population to go hungry is not the
result of the cultural inadequacy of the popu-
lations affected by this phenomenon. On the
contrary, it is the result of the destruction of
Cultural Diversity, a process that has as its
effect the having rendered “invisible” and
unmanageable the resources necessary for
survival, resources that do not exist outside
the context of Cultural Diversity, whose only
components hold the possession of the col-
lective and individual property of intellectual
production, of memory as a people, as knowl-
edge of the spirituality and sacredness of
places (physical and mental) and therefore
the science and the technique of existence in
the community’s own vital environment and
maintenance and increase of Bio Diversity.

The determination of the responsibility of the
West in the destruction of Cultural Diversity is
not exhausted within the sphere of historical
errors of colonialist economic exploitation, of

the destructive force of Evangelization, of the racist
extermination and enslavement. The reflection of such
non-desired effects has confined them to the dimen-
sion of necessary evil, that in its manifestation always
has the characteristic of neutralizing preventative
action and therefore the operative responsibility of
Science and Ethics, suspending judgement on the lat-
ter and even make their intents seem more noble
when their healing intervention is again invoked.

The science that today is facing the problem of pover-
ty is the very one that was found and is
found behind it, the reason for its existence. The
destruction of Cultural Diversity is not a collateral
process to Western scientific development, but the
process through which the West has known
Environmental diversity by destroying it, including
Cultural Diversity as an environmental component that
in the course of time has had the necessity of explor-
ing.

Poverty in the world is an integral part in the specific
“environmental diversity” of the West. Every time the
West has met cultural diversity as an “ecological”
component it has believed, following the indications of
its own scientific and technological system, that it has
had no need to make use of that diversity as a
resource.Different from other nations and other peo-
ples, the West has elaborated and encapsulated in the

address peoples defined as “pagan, idolatrous, barbar-
ian”, “perfidious Jews and enemies of Christ”, “gyp-
sies and Egyptians”, “indigenous, indios, primitives,
savage Caribbeans and cannibals” “Negroes and infi-
dels” and has also addressed several social classifica-
tions such as “women and witches”, “heretics and
infidels” “faggots” and towards animals and plants.
For them, according to racist theory, there is only the
choice between slavery and extermination. These the-
ories, sustained by scientific proofs have been trans-
lated into laws through the proclamation of edicts,
regulations, bulls, decrees etc, have thus been applied
and have lead to the destruction and disappearance of
animal and vegetable species of entire peoples and
nations, up to the Shoah.

The Christian right to enslave people had been
affirmed by theologians such as Enrico de Susa the
cardinal of Ostia, who had all developed a theology of
slavery by making Christian law coincide with natural
law in such as manner that the infidel (i.e. anyone
who practiced a religion that was not Christian) could
not claim any right to freedom, property, conquest and
power. By making recourse to scholastic Aristotelian
authority, theologians could furthermore prove that

there existed peoples who were slaves by natural law.
The Scottish theologian John Mair, member of the
College de Montaigu of Paris summarized the doctrine
of natural slavery as follows:

The Spanish doctrine on the matter of slavery was
always based on the code of Las Siete Partidas, still in
force under the Catholic King and Queen that begin by
explaining why the Jews were destined to live as
slaves among the Christians for all eternity and then
go on to indicate the various forms that slavery might
assume for anyone who was classified as infidel: “the
first one regards slaves taken in time of war because
they are enemies of our faith. The second regards that
who are born servants. The third one regards those
who although free allow themselves to be sold.

Slaves were possessed by convents, by Christian
boarding schools, by bishops, by the Cardinal of Spain,
by friars, by clergy or either order and rank.
Racism, theorized first by Christians and later promot-
ed by Europeans, has given rise to perpetual slavery
and to every form of discriminations. United by an
ethical idea of the living world, they have proclaimed
hierarchies and classifications and imposed them
under various names including Christian salvation, civ-
ilization, economic development, technical progress,
the purity of the nation, the purity of the party, scien-
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system of its own technical and spiritual instruments
the non-recognition of the intrinsic value of cultural
diversity.

The West has formalized such non-recognition in the
definition of its own scientific and legal
procedures: from the race theory to cloning, from the
laws on the Limpieza de Sangre (Purity of Blood) to
Racial Laws. All of this has a name: racism. This word
sums up the system of the West’s techniques of exis-
tence founded on the deliberate choice to destroy the
Resource Diversity, as a useless resource. This
answer the previous question: for the West, for its sci-
ence and its spirituality, a good portion of humanity is
waste, non-utilizable residue, proof of which is in the
West’s having conceived the Shoah among other
extermination operations.
However ethically worthy of reproach all that is, it is

not a moral judgment that is called upon to decide
upon the validity of racism as the technique of exis-
tence of the West. And however it is not easy to
decide if this technique is in reality a winning or a los-
ing one and in this case for whom (for only the part of
humanity responsible or for all humanity?)

An indication can perhaps arrive from the acknowl-
edgement of the fact that in destroying diversity
Western Science has had to and must still take on the
research and the exploration of ever new “energy”
environments that without fail turn out to be precari-
ous, binding the West to slavery to time, of its flowing
and of its running out.

RACISM AND MODERN SCIENCE
As one of the foundations of modern science, the the-
ory of evolution has created a large body of research

still received no consideration.
5. For racism we intend every theoretical or prac-
tical action and incitement that expresses or it
puts into effect any form of discrimination, hatred,
persecution against the Cultural Diversity (Jewish,
Roma, Indigenous people, Africans and all minori-
ties, communities and groups).

ADMITTING THAT
6. The imposition and the development of universal
religious, scientific, cultural and political models have
been and are still today the basis for racism, cultural
homogenization and assimilation and have caused
massacres and the disappearance of entire peoples
and cultures.
7. Faith and scientific Truths have established hierar-
chies of humanity, organized into superior and inferior
peoples, “highly evolved” and “primitives”, “civilized
and savage”.

8. Faith and scientific Truths have fashioned the con-
sciousness of millions of people to the point of consol-
idating definitive racist judgments that are now part of
everyday vocabulary, of literature, history of legal
codes.
9. The poverty of the world, that causes a good part of
the population to go hungry, is the result of the
destruction of Cultural Diversity caused by racism and
slavery and not the result of the cultural inadequacy of
the populations affected by this phenomenon.

ON THE BASIS OF THE FOLLOWING PRINCIPLES
10. Principle of solidarity: To help the others to devel-
op, maintain and protect themselves, their own cul-
ture, way of living and world–views by any meaning.
11. Principle of reparation: Whoever has been found
responsible for damage to peoples with slavery,
racism, poverty and other forms of destruction must
ask for pardon and make reparation. Also whoever has
been found responsible for damage to the environ-
ment, to animals and plants and landscapes must ask
for pardon and make reparation. Pardon consists in
recognizing historical and current responsibility.
12. Principle of negotiation: Any decision must be
taken in agreement between each people fairly self-
represented (e.g. by elders council) and government or
authorities using the way of equitable negotiation.
13. Principle of extraterritoriality.
14. Principle of the safeguard of Cultural Diversity.

developed by illustrious biologists, medical doctors,
psychiatrists, physiologists, botanists, historians, econ-
omists, philosophers and men of letters who have
conceived of the distinction between “adapted” ele-
ments of the human species and unadapted elements.
It is from this distinction that the “sciences” of
phrenology, human pedigree and eugenics arise. This
kind of research on the a superior human race is car-
ried out by means of numerous and aberrant scientific
experiments, established as a valid form of experi-
mentation from a legal and scientific standpoint. It is
this experimentation that give rise to theories sanc-
tioning the inferiority of Jews, nomads, and homosex-
uals, to the point of justifying their extermination.
Various contemporary phenomena in field of biology
such as the obsessive search for the best race, for
the best species, the accelerated development of
genetic engineering and genetic manipulation, great
interest cloning and continuing laboratory experimen-
tation on living beings are troubling and give rise to
fear of the return of openly racist notions. In this
manner one can delineate a theory of environmental
racism. �

GUIDELINES
FOR THE CULTURAL

DIVERSITY PROTECTION

We propose that UN and EU commit themselves
to produce a document to be submitted to
governments with the aim of creating of

Guidelines for the Protection of Cultural Diversity. The
following points must be contained in the document
and then approved and ratified:

PREMISED THAT
1. The aim of this proposal is the creation of
Guidelines for the Protection of Cultural Diversity.
We address the EU and UN in order to sensitize
governments on the benefits of a law setting up a
standard on crimes of. The result should be the
setting of a code of conduct that will be binding
for governments and other authorities that would
subscribe to the guidelines to protect and preserve
Cultural Diversity in local, regional, national and
international contexts.
2. References to traditional knowledge and to the
practices of Aboriginal and Indigenous Peoples
and local communities that are found in the cur-
rent International Conventions are clearly insuffi-
cient for coming to terms with the essential role of
Cultural Diversity. Cultural Diversity, including
Linguistic Diversity, is the instrument, the means,
the art or technique of existence in which humani-
ty establishes relationships with Environmental
Diversity and perceives it, gains knowledge of it ,
nurtures it and makes it grow. Cultural Diversity is
the expression of local and practical ways in
which human beings relate to their environment
and it can be a source of happiness and satisfac-
tion for those who practice it.
3. Until now, the process of the reduction of
Cultural Diversity has not been cause for alarm
and no one has explored the possibility of initiat-
ing a new line of scientific research and dialogue
among peoples that would be based on an under-
standing of the inextricable relation between
Cultural Diversity and Environmental Diversity.
4. On the contrary, efforts have focused on the
attempt to find global solutions within the context
of the cultural-scientific-technological system that
has produced the very environmental problems
that need solving. These kind of global solutions
have not yet appeared and Cultural Diversity has
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“it is clear that some men
are slaves by nature and
others are free by nature
and it is certified that in
some men there is such a
thing [the predisposition
to be slaves] that exists
and that these men
should derive benefit
from. And it is right that
one man should be a
slave and another man
free and it is correct that
one man must command
and another man obey,
because the disposition to
commanding is also
innate in the natural
master.
… The Greeks should be masters over the barbarians
because, by nature, barbarians and slaves are the same
thing.” (IV – Aristotle Politica)

“We grant with this act,
with our Apostolic author-
ity, full and free permis-
sion to invade, capture
and subjugate Saracens
and pagans and any other
infidel or enemy of Christ,
in any place at all, just as
in his ducal, count, and
princely kingdom and
other properties and to
place these persons into a
state of perpetual slav-
ery”.
1452, May 16 - Nicolas V - Bull Dum Diversitas).
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TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THAT
15. Environmental Diversity exists and Cultural (and
Linguistic) Diversity exists and this is constituted by
innumerable distinct components including peoples,
nations, tribes and communities and that both
Environmental and Cultural Diversity are assets that
are equally important for the continuation of all life on
the planet;
16. Cultural (and Linguistic) Diversity and
Environmental Diversity are intimately connected in a
reciprocal and local relationship and that the alter-
ation, destruction or disappearance of the one, leads
to the alteration, destruction or disappearance of the
other;
17. the maintenance of Cultural (and Linguistic)

munities for their own individual needs;
33. outside access to species be limited; the compo-
nents of Cultural Diversity such as Aboriginal,
Indigenous Peoples and local communities have
knowledge they can keep to themselves just as
national governments do.
Privacy or sacred information be considered areas of
self-governing;
34. local and traditional descriptions of species and
species utilisation be employed including using envi-

Diversity allows all peoples to know, to value and to
reproduce Environmental Diversity;
18. the rigor and the effectiveness of the laws and oral
traditions promote the maintenance of Cultural and
Environmental Diversity;
19. traditional knowledge that is cosmogonic and
holistic is a highly technological expression that can
promote correct management of the environment, in
situ conservation and sustainability;
20. nomadism and other ways of living including hunt-
ing and gathering, fishing and small-scale agriculture,
have high spiritual and cognitive value that allows for
the maintenance of diversity;
21. the survival of the nomadic and other traditional
ways of living is fundamental for the maintenance of
Cultural and Environmental Diversity;
22. each Culturally Diverse People develops its way of
life in a specific spiritual, ecological, territorial, intel-
lectual and legal environment;
the maintenance of traditional communal institutions
such as communal land ownership and land use and
communal decision-making is also for the survival of
Cultural and Environmental Diversity;
23. each Culturally Diverse People defines its own
identity by means of laws, regulations, obligations,
rights, traditions, customs, languages, forms of com-
munication, rites, practices and behaviours establish-
ing internal relations as well as external relations with
both living and non-living entities;
24. each Culturally Diverse People has scientific, tech-
nological, spiritual, ethical and cognitive value;
25. each Culturally Diverse People defines a complex
and complete system fully able to take decisions,
promulgate laws and regulations, transmit knowledge
and education, prevent and treat illnesses, pursue and
guarantee satisfaction and wellbeing;
26. each Culturally Diverse People holds collective and
individual intellectual property rights over its own
intellectual, technical production and also its own
image and the spread of its archaeological treasures
and exercises recognised and recognisable rights over
all of these.

ALSO CONSIDERING THAT
27. there exist Culturally Diverse Peoples that conceive
their existence as strictly connected with plants, ani-
mals and the inanimate world and that these relations
are sources of happiness and joy that are necessary
for their survival;
28. there exist physical and mental places that have
become sacred and the destruction, conversion or
improper use of these places can create grave harm in
the life of these peoples and in the environment in
which they define their identity;
29. activities in the areas of cloning, genetic alter-
ations of people, plants and animals, patents on living
organisms, the destruction of species, the modification
and destruction of landscapes can cause pain, unhap-
piness and irreversible damage for many different
Culturally Diverse Peoples.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT
30. official government and international recognition
be given to the fact that the traditional knowledge of
Aboriginal, Indigenous Peoples and local communities
is an essential and crucial part of the knowledge base
which countries have available to ensure the wise and
sustainable use of the natural environment;
31. only the Aboriginal, Indigenous Peoples and local
communities know and understand the appropriate
methodologies for the use and transfer of their own
traditional knowledge;
32. each component of Cultural Diversity be given full
access to all species that keep their culture healthy
and strong and that their full right to utilise these
species fully be recognised;
guidelines for environmental assessment be made or
developed by the components of Cultural Diversity
such as Aboriginal, Indigenous Peoples and local com-

Through the fault of a time
of madness, through the
fault of the mad priest it
happened that sadness
entered into us, Christianity
entered into us. Because
those great Christians
arrived here with the true
God; but this was the
beginning of our wretched-
ness, the beginning of our
need to pay tribute, the
beginning of our begging,
the cause from which an
occult discord arose, the
beginning of struggles with
firearms, the beginning of
acts of injustice, the begin-
ning of complete depreda-
tions, the beginning of
enslavement over debts, the
beginning of debts attached
to our shoulders, the
beginning of continual
scuffles, the beginning of
our suffering. It was the
beginning of the work of
the Spaniards and the fri-
ars, the beginnings of the
period of the conquerors,
the masters of school and
the money collectors.
(Chilam Balam di CituMAYEL,
Mayan book on the conquest)
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The meaning of the term
“barbarian”: :1) he who
does not know the lan-
guage of
another, 2) he who is illit-
erate, and 3) he who is
lacking in reason. This
final category is
divided into three
subgroups of
individuals according to
whether they have (1)
laws
contrary to natural law as
idolaters, or whether they
are (2) “barbarians by
nature [on account of the
fact that] they barely have
use of reason and free
will” or else whether (3)
they live completely out-
side the borders of reason
“like idiots.”
the Indians ought to be
included in the third
group since they
“barely had the use of
reason and free will” and
thus were
barbarians for two
reasons: “for their
idolatrous character and
because they are part of a
subclass of barbarians by
nature.”
(The Dominican theologian Juan de la Pena, academic
authority at the University of Salamanca).ute)
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ronmental assessment processes that identify species
with indigenous language vocabulary;
35. a “Cultural Ecosystems Stories” approach be used
to furnish the names of species and to evaluate the
condition and the abundance of these species - indi-
cating how available they are for sustaining a healthy
culture;
36. traditional knowledge be incorporated, where
appropriate, with science in assessments of fish,
wildlife, hunting, gathering and that consistency of
information be presented to ensure that the process is
repeatable and defensible;
37. species be identified by including traditional lan-
guages when assessments are conducted so that the
components of Cultural Diversity such as Aboriginal,
Indigenous Peoples and local communities can
respond and identify possible impacts on them and on
their ecosystem;
38. governments, international organisations, indus-
tries, banks, and research institutes provide a suffi-
cient quantity of funds and resources for the develop-
ment of specific and local plants in the area of sus-
tainability with the participation and the management
of the components of Cultural Diversity such as
Aboriginal, Indigenous Peoples and local communities;
39. traditional knowledge and the components of
Cultural Diversity be considered in binding fashion in
the impact assessments and evaluations of sustain-
ability in areas of interest of them.

IT IS WHEREAS RECOMMENDED THAT
40. government and research bodies provide sufficient
resources and funding to ensure the preservation and
development of traditional knowledge in terms defined
by Aboriginal, Indigenous Peoples and local communi-
ties;
41. the components of Cultural Diversity such as
Aboriginal, Indigenous Peoples and local communities
be given positive encouragement to enter into and
create university courses;
42. there be continuing general education in all coun-
tries to further understanding the traditional view of
ecosystems including which species are important to
keep the native culture healthy and strong;
43. Western-trained scientists have access to training,
where appropriate, in how to appreciate and under-
stand the crucial role that Indigenous and traditional
knowledge plays in contributing to human knowledge.

IT IS WHEREAS RECOMMENDED
THAT ALL PARTIES MAKE A COMMITTMENT TO
44. protect Cultural Diversity and to recognise its
expressive, linguistic characteristics and its cere-
monies, rites, laws and regulations;
45. protect the sacred places, animals, plants, living
and non -living entities of the components of Cultural
Diversity such as Aboriginal, Indigenous Peoples and
local communities;
46. encourage respect for laws and local regulations

53. To understand and recognize the adverse ecologi-
cal impacts of resource extraction, industrialization,
deforestation, urbanization and tourism;
54. To commit in order to establish specific principles
and precautionary regulations in the food production
and the environment management which, including
traditional nature, health and ecology, ensure the pos-
sibility to take specific, informed and conservative
decisions;
55. To recognize the need for the immediate cessation
of cloning and genetic alterations of plants, animals
and mankind until and only when their material and
unknown implications are totally known and under-
stood by everybody;
56. To recognize the need of the immediate cessation
of the transgenic practises of plants, animals and
humans until and only when their material and
unknown implications are totally known and under-
stood by everybody;
57. To proceed to the immediate cessation of voluntary
and arbitrary practises concerning the massacre and
extermination of animals and plants, in particular of
cows;
58. To recognize that the practises of genetic alter-
ations, transgenic cloning, massacres and extermina-
tion of animals and plants (and mankind) have got
serious racist implications;
59. To proceed to the immediate cessation of inten-
sive breeding and cultures which anyway do not
respect the environmental conditions and the times
and ways of the biological cycles of the species;
60. To recognize the need to prevent the suffering of
animals and plants and to commit oneself to establish
principles and rules in order to guarantee their full cul-
tural well-being and the development of the biological
and life circle;
61. To recognize the urgency for the organization and
diffusion of programmes concerning food education
and the employment of resources, in particular
towards children and young people, according to pro-
grammes that should be based on the knowledge and
traditional and indigenous practises;
62. To ensure and exploit the cultural diversity and the
employment of the most rigorous environmental
assessment methodologies with particular emphasis
on the utilisation of traditional species;
63. To recognize that the indigenous people, aborig-
ines and the local communities because of the scien-
tific- technological systems of food production and the
global loss of biodiversity run greater risks of disease,
a higher rate of mortality and a diminished ability to
sustain the traditional lifestyle of their own existence.
�

of the components of Cultural Diversity such as
Aboriginal, Indigenous Peoples and local communities
and in the case of conflicts and incongruities with
national legislation, to find modalities of coexistence.

IT IS WHEREAS RECOMMENDED
THAT ALL PARTIES MAKE A COMMITTMENT
47. To recognize the urgent need for a profound re-ori-
entation in the current food production methods;
To keep into the right consideration the strategic
importance of cultural and biological diversity: natural
resource and environmental protection efforts must
not only protect, but restore the historic diversity and

abundance of plant and animal species that are inte-
gral to indigenous lifestyles;
48. To recognize that the scientific, genetic and techni-
cal alteration of plant and animal species has social
cultural, health and spiritual implications, in changing
the taste of traditional food;
49. To guarantee the development of specific method-
ologies for land use and management that mimic the
natural functions and integrity of traditional ecosys-
tems, restoring the conditions that are necessary for
the maintenance of cultural and biological diversity;
To recognize the important role of women with regard
to food preparation: the traditional knowledge and
practises of women must be maintained to ensure
food safety and security;
50. To recognize that the modern techniques of food
preparation and consumption are diminishing women’s
control over the origin, content and health effects of
the food they prepare for their children and families;
51. To recognize the importance of maintaining eco-
logical structures and functions allowing a sustainable
production of food otherwise a more widespread avail-
ability and a right cost of production and food stocks
won’t be ensured, determining a critical situation for
the security of nutrition and public health;
52. To understand that without the widespread adop-
tion of sustainable practises, the natural systems will
be disturbed: the climate change, for example, nega-
tively affects the local weather patterns and, as a con-
sequence, the existence of the habitats and survival of
many species;
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“The Indians are nasty lit-
tle men in whom one has
great difficult in seeing
the slightest trace of
humanity”
(Juan Gines De Sepúlveda)

STOP CELEBRATING OCTOBER 12 !
Official revocation of the the Bull Inter Caetera, May 4, 1493

and request for pardon and reparation.

PUT AN END TO THE BEATIFICATION OF ISABELLA OF CASTILE !
Official revocation of the Edict of Expulsion of the Jews, the Moors and

Roma people from Christian Spain and Portugal and request for pardon and reparation.

FOR THE RECOGNITION, SAFEGUARD
AND PROTECTION OF THE CULTURAL DIVERSITY !

IMPAGINATOCOBASEV3:Layout 1  24-09-2009  10:15  Pagina 16


